Professor Cassandra Laity

ANG 2260

Winter 2011

Wednesday, 4:00-7:00

                                           Modernism in Art and Literature

This class focuses on some of the affinities between art and literature in the “modern” period of the early twentieth century. Modern artists and writers alike responded to this transitional age’s movement away from a conception of art as a unified, self-contained imitation of “real” life following set conventions. The class will explore modernism’s often radical ruptures with the past in the wake of Freud, new technologies, and World War. We will thus examine modern art and literature’s depictions of our shifting perceptions, the irrational, unconscious “inner life,” the self reflexivity of the creative process, and the alienating or exhilarating “flux” of the city and technology.  Broadly, we will consider how modern art/literature prompts questions about what constitutes identity, “reality,” political/social freedom, as well as issues concerning the gendered body and sexuality. 

    We will discuss the above issues and how they interact with both modern art and literary form,  “reading” the fragmented narrative and poetic forms of H.D., Ezra Pound, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, Henry James, James Joyce and Samuel Beckett against modern artistic movements  including futurism, vorticism, cubism, surrealism and figurative expressionism. Artists will include Breton, Picasso, Duchamp, Dali as well as the “Bloomsbury artists” Roger Fry and Vanessa Bell, among others.   

Books 
Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw
Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot (in translation) 
James Joyce, Dubliners
Other Works

--Poems by H.D. (early imagist) Ezra Pound (early imagist) and T.S. Eliot (“Preludes,” The    Waste Land, Prufrock) (on the web) 

--Art from early dada through the cubists to the surrealists, Bloomsbury artists, and figurative expressionists (on the web and in-class)

--Essays by the futurists, Virginia Woolf, Ezra Pound and others on the role of art

--A selection of three short film documentaries to be shown in class on modern art and artists

--Film: The Turn of the Screw
Schedule: 

January

5. Introduction

12. Marinetti, “Futurist Manifesto”; Bioccioni et al. “Technological Manifesto of Futurist Painting”; Picasso,“Les Demoiselles d’Avignon”; Duchamp,“Nude Descending the Staircase”; Boccioni, “The City Rises”;  film documentary, “The Mechanical Paradise”

19. Poems by H.D., Pound, Eliot; Pound essay “Retrospect”; Vorticist art; film documentary on Surrealism 

26. Begin James’s Turn of the Screw; artwork by Manet;  first half of film

February

2. Finish James; second half film

9. Virginia Woolf, essays: “Cinema,” and “Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown”; “The Window” section of To the Lighthouse; Bloomsbury art by Vanessa Bell and Roger Fry (in class)
16. finish To the Lighthouse
23. Mid-Term exam

March

2. No Class

9. Joyce, Dubliners
16. T.S. Eliot, essay on “Hamlet”; The Waste Land; Prufrock; artwork by Cezanne
23. Eliot continued; film documentary on figurative expressionism

30. Beckett, Waiting for Godot
April

6. Beckett continued

Requirements: 

Participation (in-class writings, discussion)                 10%

Four short response papers (2 pages, double-spaced)  30%

Mid-Term exam                                                            30%                                                          

Final paper (7-10 pages)                                               30%

