ANG1325: Survey of Canadian Literature—Place, Labor, Narrative
Instructor: Professor Heike Härting

Class: Thursday 1 pm – 4 pm  

Office Hour : Monday 1pm to 3pm (or by appointment)

Office: C-8118, Pav. Lionel-Groulx

Telephone: (514) 343-6192

E-mail: heike.harting@umontreal.ca
Brief Course Description

This course will provide a survey of various traditions of Canadian literature written in English, ranging from early explorer and settler narratives to twentieth century fiction and poetry. Thematically, we will focus our discussions on the ways in which narratives of labor and place have created particular and often competing national geographies of belonging, difference, and resistance. In particular, we will examine how the correlation between the appropriation and translation of land and labor into sexed and gendered national and post-national narratives of identity has shaped the development of Canadian literary productivity. This thematic focus will also serve as an introduction to the main formal and thematic elements of the English Canadian literary canon. We will pay specific critical attention to the ways in which indigenous and ethnic Canadian writers have responded to colonial and nationalist concepts of place, space, and labor. 

Texts

Ostenso, Martha. Wild Geese.

Ondaatje, Michael. In the Skin of a Lion. 
Highway, Tomson. The Kiss of the Fur Queen.

Larissa Lai. Salt Fish Girl.
Brown, Russell, Donna Bennett, eds. An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English. Third Edition. University of Oxford Press, 2010.

Course Assignments and Evaluation
First Essay (3-4 pages)                                                               15%

DUE DATE FEBRUARY 3, 2011

Second Essay (4-5 pages)                                                           25%

MARCH 17, 2010

Midterm Exam                                                                            20%

FEBRUARY 24, 2010

Final Exam                                                                                  35% 

APRIL 7, 2010

Participation (In-class Discussions/Group Work presentations)   5%

Essays

You will have to write two short argumentative essays that provide a critical discussion of the texts we discussed in class. All essays should consist of a reasonable thesis statement and demonstrate logical coherence and structural cohesion. Your first essay may but does not have to include secondary sources. Your second essay must include at least four secondary scholarly sources. I do not accept quotations from « Wikipedia » or other non-scholarly internet sources as valuable research references. Your essays will be graded on the strength of your thesis statement, the development of your argument, your ability to read the literary text properly, on the clarity of your essay’s structure, grammar, spelling, presentation, and writing style. In your essays you should avoid making general statements and, instead, aim at a precise discussion of relevant passages from the text. All essays must stay within the limits of the prescribed length of the assignment. They must be double-spaced, printed in Times 12, include a Works Cited list, and adhere to the MLA documentation style. 

Midterm Exam:

In your midterm exam you will be asked to identify quotations from the texts we studied, answer three short questions (out of five), and write a brief essay. You will be able to choose your topic from a list of four topics. Your essay must demonstrate that a) you have thoroughly read the texts under discussions; b) you thought through their themes and narrative form; and c) you are able to articulate a logical or even critical argument in order to answer the question of your chosen topic. 

Final Exam :

First, you will be asked to identify a number of quotations from the texts we discussed in class throughout the term. Second,  you will have to write a well-developed essay on at least two novels and one short story/or a number of poems (to be determined). More information will be provided in class.

Participation:

I expect students to come to class prepared to ask questions about the assigned texts and to participate in discussions, either in small group discussions or in discussions with the class at large. 

Policy on Late Assignments: If students hand in assignments late, they have to see Mme Johanne Menard Simard to fill out a form and present documentation explaining why an assignment was handed in late. If you know that you will hand in your assignment late, please let  me know in advance. Generally, assignments must be handed in on the day of the assignment.  I will deduct 2% of your assignment grade for each day your assignment is late

Plagiarism will result in an F (0 %) for the plagiarized assignment. Moreover, a report on the student who committed plagiarism will be sent to the Dean. Instructions to avoid plagiarism will be handed out at the beginning of class. 

Tentative Reading Schedule*

Jan.  6: Introduction: Place, Labor, Narrative
         Jan. 13: The Settler Dialectic 1: Conquest, Resistance, Revision

                     Henry Kelsey his Book being the Gift of James Hubbud in the year of our Lord 1693     

                     (excerpts; Hand-Out/Electronic Copy).

                     Saukamapee. “Life Among the Peigans.” (A)                  

                     Moodie, Susanna. Roughing It in the Bush (A)

           Atwood, Margaret. “Progressive Insanities of a Pioneer”; “Disembarking at Quebec” 

           (A)

                    Armstrong, Jeannette. “History Lesson” (Hand-out/ Electronic Copy)

Jan. 20: The Settler Dialectic 2: Gender, Place, Narrative Violence 

             Martha Ostenso’s Wild Geese
        Jan. 27: National Poetics of Space and Labor
                      Pratt, E.J. Towards the Last Spike (A)

            Scott, F.R. “All the Spikes but the Last” (A)

            Livesay, Dorothy. “Day and Night” (A)

Possibly: Excerpts from Sky Lee’s Disappearing Moon Cafe

Feb.  3: (Re)-Locating Canadian Modernism?
            Pauline Johnson: “A Cry From An Indian Wife” (A)

Duncan Campbell Scott: “The Onondaga Madonna”; “The Forsaken” (A)

AJ.M. Smith : “On Reading an Anthology of Popular Poetry” (A)

A.M. Klein: “Portrait of the Poet as Landscape." (A)
DUE DATE FOR ESSAY 1

Feb. 10: Canadian Geographies of Displacement
Mavis Gallant: “Varieties of Exile” (A)

Margaret Laurence’s “To Set Our House in Order” (A)

Robert Kroetsch’s “Seed Catalogue” (A)

Rudy Wiebe: “Where is the Voice Coming From? (A)”

Feb. 17: The ‘Ethnics” of Labor and the Plotting Canadian Multiculturalism
              Michael Ondaatje’s In the Skin of A Lion
Feb. 24: Mid-Term Exam

Mar.  3: Reading Break

Mar. 10: Uprootings and Rerootings—Abjection and Sovereignty 

Tomson Highway’s The Kiss of the Fur Queen

         Mar. 17: Dispossession and De-Settlement—Rethinking the Canadian National Belonging

Joy Kogawa’s “Obasan” (A)

Dionne Brand  (focus on excerpts from Thirsty) (A)

Fred Wah: From Diamond Grill
DUE DATE FOR ESSAY 2

Mar. 24: Beyond the Canadian Nation State: Labor, Capital, and Science Fiction

Larissa Lai’s Salt Fish Girl
Mar. 31: Rethinking the Spaces of Canadian Narrative 

Eden Robinson’s “Queen of the North” (A)

Madeleine Thien (A) or Wayde Compton (A) (TBA)
REVIEW

Apr.  7: Final Exam

*The Tentative Reading Schedule is subject to change according to students’ participation in and pace of the class. We will finalize our reading schedule during the first week of the term. 

