Winter 2011

ANG 1104

ANG1104: English Composition 4
Instructor: Jean-Francois Bernard (jean-francois.bernard@umontreal.ca)

Class: Fridays 8.30a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
Hiver 2011
Office Hours: Fri 11h30-12h30, Room  C-8134
This course will provide an introduction to the techniques of critical reading, writing, and rewriting. It will develop and enhance the students’ abilities to think, read, and write about literature through both the practice of writing and the study of literature. Students will learn how to articulate a clear thesis statement; to write an essay outline; to write and revise drafts of their essays; to critique their own and their peers’ writing; and, to compose well-organised, well-written essays. This course will expose students to formal and stylistic elements of literary analysis and teach them how to use these analytic tools to attain a greater understanding of literature and to write more sophisticated essays. 

Required Text: 

Sylvan Barnet, William Burto, and William E. Cain, Literature for Composition, 9th edition.  

Recommended Texts:

An English Dictionary

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, by Joseph Gibaldi
Evaluation:
In-class writing assignments (3 x 10%) 

30%

First Essay, at home (max. 4 pages)


15% 

2nd Essay, at home (4-6 pages)


35%

Participation (homework, attendance, workshop) 
20%
In-class writing assignments 

There will be three in-class writing assignments. You will be allowed to use your dictionaries and notes. Electronic dictionaries are not permitted. Your assignment will be corrected and returned to you a week later. 

Essays:

In addition to your completed essays, you are required to submit a draft, a draft outline, and a final outline of your essay. Your thesis statement must be underlined for your draft and final essays. You are also required to participate in the two essay workshops. You must bring two copies of your outline and draft to the workshop. You must submit a revised outline with your final essay. You will lose 5% of your final mark on the essay if you do not submit a revised outline with your essay, or if you do not submit an outline and a draft on the day of the workshop. You will lose an additional 5% of your final mark on the essay if you do not participate in the workshops. 

Your essays may be on one or several texts that we have discussed in class. Specific guidelines and information about topics will be provided in class. Essays should be 4-5 pages long, double spaced, in 12 point font, and formatted according to MLA guidelines. 

Participation:

This class takes a practice-oriented approach to reading and writing about literature. It offers numerous in-class exercises and homework assignments to insure that you continuously practice your writing and critical skills. You will be graded on your contribution to class discussions and on your involvement in group activities. This includes writing, speaking, and active listening.  Part your participation mark will be earned through the completion of short homework assignments, which will be announced in class. It is thus essential that you attend class regularly, that you arrive on time, that you complete the assigned weekly readings according to the syllabus, and that you come to class ready to discuss the assigned texts. 

Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism – the stealing or “borrowing” of another person’s written work and passing it off as one’s own – is a very serious academic offence.  Plagiarism occurs when:

a) the work submitted was done, in whole or in part, by an individual other than the one submitting or presenting the work;

b) an entire work (e.g., an  essay), is copied from another source, or parts of the   work are taken from another source without explicit reference to the author;

c) an essay copies a sentence or paragraph of another work with minor variations.

Plagiarism occurs not only when direct quotations are taken from a source without explicit acknowledgement, but also when original ideas from the source are not acknowledged.  A bibliography or “works cited” is insufficient to establish which portions of the student’s work are taken from external sources; formal modes of citation (i.e., page numbers and the author’s name in parenthetical references) must be used for this purpose.

Professors are required to report all cases of plagiarism to the Dean. The minimal disciplinary measure is an F on the assignment, essay, or exam.  Further measures can include an F in the course, suspension from the Faculty, and even the requirement to withdraw from the University.
If you are unclear on the definition of plagiarism or you are unsure about how to avoid it, please do not hesitate to ask me.   Ignorance is not a valid defence.  

Syllabus (subject to change)
Week 1 – January 7
Introduction to the Course
Syllabus, important dates, summary of evaluations, etc. 
Week 2 – January 14
Reading and Writing about Fiction. 

Review: Titles, introductory paragraphs, and thesis statements.
Chapter 13: pp. 358-367 and
Chapter 21: pp. 745-756, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (Charlotte Perkins Gilman).  
Homework: Using Gilman’s story, answer at least one question from each section on pages 365-367. Your answer can be in note form.
Week 3 – January 21
Thinking and Writing Critically about Short Stories. 

Chapter 21: pp. 757-765, “The Man Who Was Almost a Man” (Richard Wright); pp. 766-771, “The Two” (Gloria Naylor)
First in-class writing assignment
Week 4 – January 28
Creating an Outline & Writing a Research Paper  
Chapter 3 : pp. 53-58 

Chapter 9: pp. 309-319 and

Appendix B: pp. 1362-1378. 
(You could also have a look at chapters 1 & 11 for brief overviews)
Week 5 – February 4

Reading and Writing about Essays
Chapter 12: pp. 339-352 “Salvation” (Langston Hughes)

Homework: Answer questions 1-4 on page 352. Your answer can be in note form.
Due at the beginning of class: Essay proposal for your first essay: A short paragraph describing why you have chosen to write about the topic you have chosen; what aspects interest you about it; what you’d like to focus on; from what perspective; what your thesis might be.
Week 6 – February 11
Arguing Interpretations and Evaluations. 

Chapter 7: pp. 183-187 and

Chapter 8: pp. 267-271 and

Chapter 20: pp. 684-697. “The Cat in the Rain” (Ernest Hemingway) 

*** By Wednesday 4 p.m. February 16th: Send Outline and Draft of First Essay to me and to Workshop Partner. I can only provide comments on your draft if you send me your essays on time Wednesday.
Week 7 – February 18
Revising and Proofreading Strategies + 1st Essay Workshop.   

Outline and Draft of first essay due: Bring two copies to class; underline your thesis statement.

Week 8 – February 25
Adapting Works of Literature  

Chapter 7: pp. 225-236 “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (Joyce Carol Oates)

Screening of Smooth Talk by Joyce Chopra (1985).
First Essay is due.

Week 9 – March 4
NO CLASS (Reading Week) 
Week 10 – March 11
Adapting Works of Literature (continued). 

Chapter 15: pp. 448-449
Chapter 22: pp. 1024-1026
Partial screening of Hamlet by Kenneth Branagh (1996); screening of The Simpsons’ “Hamlet” (2002).  
Second in-class writing assignment
Week 11 – March 18
Writing about Literature: An Overview of Critical Strategies. 

Appendix A: 1347-1361 and

Chapter 14: pp. 404-433, “Case Study: Flannery O’Connor”
Homework: Answer question 1 on page 1360. Your answer can be in note form.
Choose a story to write your final essay about from the list on pages xxi-xxiii. You must choose a story you have NOT written about yet.
Week 12 – March 25
Writing about Literature: An Overview of Critical Strategies (continued).  

Same reading as previous week. 

Due: Essay proposal for your final essay: A short paragraph describing why you have chosen to write about the story you have chosen; what aspects interest you about it; what you’d like to focus on; from what perspective; what your thesis might be.
Third in-class writing assignment

Teacher evaluations.
*** By Wednesday 4 p.m. March 30th: Send Outline and Draft of First Essay to me and to Workshop Partner. I can only provide comments on your draft if you send me your essays on time Wednesday.
Week 13 – April 1
Second Essay Workshop + Review/Question period
Outline and Draft of second essay due--Bring two copies to class; underline your thesis statement.
Week 14 – April 8 
NO CLASS

I will be available until April 8th for individual meetings regarding your essays. Just email me so we can set up an appointment.
Week 15 – April 15
Last day to hand in your essay: either before then or during class hours, noon at the latest. 
