



ANG 1002 READING FICTION



AVENUES TO UNDERSTANDING FICTION
INSTRUCTOR: HARRIET GOLD

TIME: MONDAY 4-7PM
OFFICE HOURS: THURSDAY 14:00-15:30 OFFICE C-8124

CONTACT INFORMATION:  harriet.gold@umontreal.ca
Look,”... “the process of writing fiction is totally unconscious.  It comes from what you are learning, as you live, from within.  For me, all writing is a process of discovery.  We
are looking for the meaning of life.  No matter where you are, there are conflicts and drama everywhere.  It is the process of what it means to be a human being, how you react

and are reacted upon, these inward and outer pressures.  If you are writing with a direct cause in mind, you are writing propaganda.  It’s fatal for a fiction writer.”




Nadime Gordimer

In this course, students will learn how to analyze and write about fiction.  Based on discussions of selected texts, we will develop interpretations in which we pay attention to elements such as plot, setting, characterization, point of view and language.  We will explore the connections between pleasures of reading, and how we write about fiction.  The novels and short stories chosen all have the human response to social change as a common theme; therefore, we will discover how to read fiction as reflections upon life without reducing literature to propaganda.
Reading List

James Joyce, The Dubliners.

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart.

Tsitsi Dangarembga,  Nervous Conditions.

Tônu , Önnepalu¸ Border State.
Doris Lessing, The Fifth Child.

Requirements and Assessment:

Grades will be based on participation (10%); one mid-term (20%), one final exam (30%) and two short papers (40%).

Schedule

Week 1 January 17

James Joyce, The Dubliners
Week 2 January 24

James Joyce, The Dubliners
Week 3 January 31

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Paper #1 assigned class
Week 4 February 7

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Week 5, February 14
Paper # 1 due at the beginning of class
Short stories (TBA-distributed in class on Feb. 7)
Week 6, February 21

Mid-Term Exam
Week 7 February 28 NO CLASS
Week 8 March 7

Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Condition
Paper #2 assigned in class.
Week 9 March 14

Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Condition
Week 10 March 21
Tônu Önnepalu, Border State
Week 11 March 28

Tônu Önnepalu, Border State
Week 12 April 4

Doris Lessing, The Fifth Child
Week 13 April 11
Doris Lessing, The Fifth Child
Week 14 April 18 Final Exam

Course requirements

Students are expected to complete assigned readings.  This course requires student participation; therefore,  students will spend a large part of each class in small groups that report to the class.  We may concentrate on specific aspects of the assigned readings during the term, but such decisions will be decided in class.  

The mid-term exam will address topics covered in the first term in class.  The final exam will focus on the assigned readings covered in the second half of the term; however, the questions will require knowledge of the critical terms acquired during the course.  As well, you may refer to readings done in the first semester, if  needed to develop your argument.
The take-home essays will consist of a choice of writing a 4-5 page answer to one of two questions.  These

essays will be graded on the basis of 1) the quality of the argument, 2) the attention to textual analysis, 3) the use of critical concepts used in the course, and 4) the organization of the essay.

Conduct

Students are required to conduct themselves in a manner that contributes to an effective learning environment and according to university rules and regulation on classroom behavior.
Academic integrity/Plagiarism

Unacknowledged use of another author’s work will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to the department and university regulations.

Students are advised to familiarize themselves with the policies of the Faculté des Arts et des Sciences:

www.fas.umontreal.ca/plagiat.

Communication

To ensure we have a vibrant rapport throughout the course, you may email me regarding any course related issues you would like to discuss, but please allow me 24 hours to respond.  Students are welcome to meet

with me during my office hours.  

Evaluation policies

Assignments must be submitted in class on the due date unless students request (and receive) an

extension.  Requests for extensions must be made in writing before the due date.  Late submissions will be penalized, I will deduct 5% for each late day including Saturdays and Sundays.
Please do not email or fax assignments to me.

Assignments that are not handed to me personally should be submitted in the English Department main office (C8132-Pavillion Lionel Groulx).

