
ANG 1005 – Reading Popular Culture (3 cr.)
automne 2009
Professeur:
Elaine Pigeon, PhD
elaine.pigeon@umontreal.ca

C-7148, lundi de 11h30 à 12h30

Horaire :
lundi de 8h30 à 11h30 du 14 septembre au 14 décembre 2008
Local :
B-4275
PLAN DE COURS

General course description: 
ANG 1005 is an introduction to the study of popular forms of culture such as film, television, advertising, fashion, music, video games and fiction. More specifically, the contrast between the emotional appeal of popular forms of culture and a detached critical analysis will form the focus of our study. The course will begin by providing students new to the field with an overview of the history and evolution of cultural studies, introducing some of the most influential cultural theorists such as Theodor Adorno, Walter Benjamin, Jean Baudrillard and Marshall McLuhan. Readings will also include contemporary scholars of popular culture from a range of critical, historical and political perspective. Attention will be given to commentaries on aspects of Canadian popular culture. Film and film excepts will be shown where appropriate. Students are expected to participate in class discussions. Attendance is mandatory, as the exams will be based on the readings, class discussions as well as on defining key terms. See www.culturalsubjects.nelson.com
Required Texts: 
Gedalof, Allan J. et al. Cultural Subjects: A Popular Culture Reader. Thomson Nelson, 2005.
Fielding, Helen. Bridget Jones’s Diary. London: Picador, 2001 
Evaluation:

Preparation & Participation
10%
Fashion Project (2 pp.)
10%

Novel or Film Criticism (3-4 pp.)
20%

Mid-term
15%



Cultural Analysis (5-6 pp. paper)
25%

Final Exam
20%
NB: Late papers will be penalized.
Class Schedule (Subject to modification):
Sept. 14
Introduction & General Overview

Sept. 21
Cultural Studies Theory, pp. 15-41


Klein, “Alt.everything: The Youth Market and the Marketing of Cool,” p 115


Fashion Project

Sept. 28
Film: Night of the Living Dead
Oct. 5
Cultural Subjects: Andrew Bennet and Nicolas Royle, “Me”


Adorno & Horkheimer, “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception” & Hebdige, “From Culture to Hegemony”


Fashion Project (10%) due

Oct. 12
Action de grâce
Oct. 19.
Semaine d’activités libres

Oct. 26
Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”


McLuhan, “The Gadget Lover: Narcissus as Narcosis” 


Baudrillard, “The Precession of Simulacra”

Nov. 2
Mid-term (15%)

Rutherford, “Made in America: The Problem of Mass Culture in Canada”


Popular Forms: Devereux, “’Canadian Classic’ and ‘Commodity Export’: The Nationalism of ‘Our’ Anne of Green Gables”


Nov. 9
Joyrich, “Good Reception? Television, Gender, and the Critical View”

Radway, “Romance and the Work of Fantasy: Struggles over Feminine Sexuality”

Chick Lit: Bridget Jones’s Diary


Nov. 16
Cultural Sites and Material Culture: Williams, “Advertising: The Magic System”


Auerbach, “Art, Advertising, and the Legacy of Empire”


The Corporation I
Nov. 23
The Corporation 2 & 3

Novel or film critique due (20%)
Nov.30
Reading the Body in Popular Culture: Mizejewski, “Action Bodies in Futuristic Spaces: Body Builder Stardom as Special Effect”


Creed, “Horror and the Monstrous-Feminine: An Imaginary Abjection”



Bukatman, from Terminal Identity: The Virtual Subject in Postmodern Science Fiction (oncludes film excerpts from Total Recall and Alien)
Dec. 7
Film: Bram Stoker’s Dracula

Final Paper due (25%)
Dec. 14
Final Exam (20%)

